
Jersey Giants

 The Jersey show at the National Dairy Cattle Congress was not the Na-
tional show most years but it was always a grand show with the premier herds 
attending from throughout the U.S.  Three of the finest were Happy Valley Farm, 
Rossville, Georgia and Biltmore Farms, Asheville, North Carolina and Harmony 
Farms from Connecticut .  All three herds were owned by people of means with 
Happy Valley and Biltmore showing mostly homebred cattle while Harmony 
showed several high profile purchased cows.

Happy Valley Farm, Rossville, GA



 Happy Valley was owned by the Hutcheson Family who made their money 
in the woolen mill business and later with their own dairy processing business. 
The farm was located in Georgia only ten miles from Chattanooga, Tennessee.   In 
2009 although there are no dairy cattle on the farm, Happy Valley is still active in 
the American Saddlebred horse business and their show horses compete at shows 
throughout the south.  The manager of the dairy division was C.F. (Cliff ) Russell, 
considered the very best at his trade.  The Russell name is still prominent in the 
Jersey breed today.

 The Georgia farm traveled a limited southern show circuit with stops at the 
Kentucky State Fair, the National show, Chicago, and Waterloo.  The circuit might 
vary from year to year but was always kept at four to five shows.  The group was 
always strong in the group classes with most generally a homebred string.   One 
box car was used for the travel and the show herd would average between 15 to 20 
head.  As would be expected Happy Valley would hang several Premier Breeder and 
Exhibitor Banners in their trophy room including those from Waterloo.  Although 
the farm never had a National Grand Champion female it did garner three National 
Grand Champion Bull banners.  Considered by many as the most prominent Jersey 
Breeding establishments of it’s time, it would be very hard to find a great Jersey of 
today without Happy Valley, Georgia blood in her veins.
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 Biltmore Farms, Asheville, North Carolina was and is owned by the 
Vanderbilt family and was a dominant player at the shows in the 1940’s and 50’s.  
The farm still has Jersey cattle on the property although the emphasis is on pro-
duction.  Showing was discontinued in the late 1950’s.  

Biltmore at Waterloo 1954



 

 

 In charge of the Biltmore show string was one of the very finest show-
man ever created, one George Edgerton.  George continued showing well into his 
80’s and was a popular fixture on the show circuit being awarded his Klussendorf 
membership in 1979.  The Biltmore show circuit would include such shows as 
Maryland and Tennessee and West Virginia State fairs and The National Jersey 
show and many times “Waterloo”.  Like Happy Valley, Biltmore showed a mostly 
homebred herd and was always strong
in the groups and always was in the hunt for the breeder and exhibitor banners.  
In 1952 Biltmore scored with National Grand Champion Male (Biltmore Dandy 
Royal) and Female with Biltmore Signal Bess Jane (who had won the award the 
previous year as well).

Herdsmanship Winners 1954
Jack Lang, Ayrshires, Ralph Bright, Brown Swiss, Kenneth Chestnut, Guernseys,

Gene Nelson, Holsteins, Chris Kampf, Jerseys, 
George Edgerton, Biltmore Farms, Overall Winner, Ralph Hagar, Milking Shorthorns



 Harmony Farms, Greenwich, Connecticut was also a big player in the 
1950’s and Waterloo was a stop on their extensive show circuit.  The farm was 
owned by music publisher Gustave Schirmer and managed by Clair Smith who 
went on to gain fame as the manager of Vaucluse Farm in Rhode Island.  Mr. 
Smith was a master at his craft of working with wealthy owners of Jersey cattle 
and succeeding in stocking their trophy rooms with gleaming trophies and purple 
banners.  Money was no problem for Schirmer and he gave Smith the green light 
for buying and buy they did.  The show circuit included the New York State 
Fair, Eastern States, Chicago, and Columbus Ohio if the National show was held 
there and Waterloo.  In 1955 Harmony traveled to the west coast and showed at 
the Cow Palace in San Francisco. Harmony showed their one and only National 
Grand Champion in 1957 with Masterman Sleeper Dora when the show was held 
at Chicago and the Premier Breeder and Exhibitor honors were won at Waterloo 
several times.   
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1956 Waterloo entries


